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ORDINANCE NO. 2003-15

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND ENACTING A NEW CODE FOR THE
CITY OF CENTER TEXAS; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF CER-
TAIN ORDINANCES NOT INCLUDED THEREIN; PROVIDING A PEN-
ALTY FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF; PROVIDING FOR THE MAN-
NER OF AMENDING SUCH CODE; AND PROVIDING WHEN SUCH
CODE AND THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE C1TY OF CENTER,
TEXAS:

Section 1. The Code entitled "Code of Ordinances, City of Center, Texas,"
published by Municipal Code Corporation, consisting of chapters 1 through 94,
each inclusive, is adopted.

Section 2. All ordinances of a general and permanent nature enacted on or
beforeJuly 28,2003, and not included in the Code or recognized and continued
in force by reference therein, are repealed.

Section 3. The repeal provided for in section 2 hereof shall not be construed
to revive any ordinance or part thereof that has been repealed by a subsequent
ordinance that is repealed by this ordinance.

Section 4. Unless another penalty is expressly provided, every person
convicted of a violation of any provision of the Code or any ordinance, rule or
regulation adopted or issued in pursuance thereof shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding $2,000.00 for violations regarding fire safety, zoning and public
health, including dumping of refuse, and not exceeding $500.00 tor all other
violations.. Each act of violation and each day upon which any such violation
shall continue or occur shall constitute a separate offense. The penalty
provided by this section, unless another penalty is expressly provided, shall
apply to the amendment of any Code section, whether or not such penalty is
reenacted in the amendatory ordinance, In addition to the penalty prescribed
above, the city may pursue other remedies such as abatement of nuisances,
injunctive relief and revocation of licenses or permits.

Section 5. Additions or amendments to the Code when passed in such form
as to indicate the intention of the city council to make the same a part of the
Code shall be deemed to be incorporated in the Code, so that reference to the
Code includes the additions and amendments.

Section 6. Ordinances adopted after July 28, 2003, that amend or refer to
ordinances that have been codified in the Code shall be construed as if they
amend or refer to like provisions of the Code.

Section 7. This ordinance shall become effective November 10, 2003.
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Passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Center, Texas this 10th

day of November, 2003.

Approved as to Form and Legality:

/s/

City Attorney, Grover Russell
ATTEST:
/s/

City Secretary, Terre Noble

Supp. No. 1

By:
Is/

Mayor Pro-Tem, Frances Oates
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PREFACE

This Code constitutes a recodification of the general and permanent
ordinances of the City of Center, Texas.

Source materials used in the preparation of the Code were the 1978 Code, as
supplemented through January 27, 1978, and ordinances subsequently adopted
by the city council. The source of each section is included in the history note
appearing in parentheses at the end thereof. The absence of such a note
indicates that the section is new and was adopted for the first time with the
adoption of the Code. By use of the comparative tables appearing in the back
of this Code, the reader can locate any section of the 1978 Code, as supple-
mented, and any subsequent ordinance included herein.

The chapters of the Code have been conveniently arranged in alphabetical
order, and the various sections within each chapter have been catchlined to
facilitate usage. Notes which tie related sections of the Code together and
which refer to relevant state law have been included. A table listing the state
law citations and setting forth their location within the Code is included at the
back of this Code.

Chapter and Section Numbering System

The chapter and section numbering system used in this Code is the same
system used in many state and local government codes. Each section number
consists of two parts separated by a dash. The figure before the dash refers to
the chapter number, and the figure after the dash refers to the position of the
section within the chapter. Thus, the second section of chapter 1 is numbered
1-2, and the first section of chapter 6 is 6-1. Under this system, each section is
identified with its chapter, and at the same time new sections can be inserted
in their proper place by using the decimal system for amendments. For
example, if new material consisting of one section that would logically come
between sections 6-1 and 6-2 is desired to be added, such new section would be
numbered 6-1.5. New articles and new divisions may be included in the same
way or, in the case of articles, may be placed at the end of the chapter
embracing the subject, and, in the case of divisions, may be placed at the end
of the article embracing the subject. The next successive number shall be
assigned to the new article or division. New chapters may be included by using
one of the reserved chapter numbers. Care should be taken that the alphabet-
ical arrangement of chapters is maintained when including new chapters.

Page Numbering System

The page numbering system used in this Code is a prefix system. The letters
to the left of the colon are an abbreviation which represents a certain portion
of the volume. The number to the right of the colon represents the number of
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the page in that portion. In the case of a chapter of the Code, the number to the
left of the colon indicates the number of the chapter. In the case of an appendix
to the Code, the letter immediately to the left of the colon indicates the letter
of the appendix. The following are typical parts of codes of ordinances, which
may or may not appear in this Code at this time, and their corresponding
prefixes:

CHARTER CHT:1
CHARTER COMPARATIVE TABLE CHTCT:1
CODE CD1:1
CODE COMPARATIVE TABLES CCT:1
STATE LAW REFERENCE TABLE SLT:1
CHARTER INDEX CHTi:1
CODE INDEX CDi:1
Indexes

The indexes have been prepared with the greatest of care. Each particular
item has been placed under several headings, some of which are couched in lay
phraseology, others in legal terminology, and still others in language generally
used by local government officials and employees. There are numerous cross
references within the indexes themselves which stand as guideposts to direct
the user to the particular item in which the user is interested.

Looseleaf Supplements

A special feature of this publication is the looseleaf system of binding and
supplemental servicing of the publication. With this system, the publication
will be kept up-to-date. Subsequent amendatory legislation will be properly
edited, and the affected page or pages will be reprinted. These new pages will
be distributed to holders of copies of the publication, with instructions for the
manner of inserting the new pages and deleting the obsolete pages.

Keeping this publication up-to-date at all times will depend largely upon the
holder of the publication. As revised pages are received, it will then become the
responsibility of the holder to have the amendments inserted according to the
attached instructions. It is strongly recommended by the publisher that all
such amendments be inserted immediately upon receipt to avoid misplacing
them and, in addition, that all deleted pages be saved and filed for historical
reference purposes.

Acknowledgments

This publication was under the direct supervision of Alyce A. Whitson,
Senior Code Attorney, and William B. Eddy, Editor, of the Municipal Code
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Corporation, Tallahassee, Florida. Credit is gratefully given to the other
members of the publisher's staff for their sincere interest and able assistance
throughout the project.

The publisher is most grateful to Chad Nearing, City Manager, Grover
Russell, Jr., City Attorney, Terre J. Noble, City Secretary, and the other
members of the city staff, for their cooperation and assistance during the
progress of the work on this publication. It is hoped that their efforts and those
of the publisher have resulted in a Code of Ordinances which will make the
active law of the city readily accessible to all citizens and which will be a
valuable tool in the day-to-day administration of the city's affairs.
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prechapter section analyses; editor's notes; cross references; state law refer-
ences; numbering system; code comparative table; state law reference table;
and index. Such material may not be used or reproduced for commercial
purposes without the express written consent of Municipal Code Corporation
and the City of Center, Texas.

© Copyrighted material.
Municipal Code Corporation and the City of Center, Texas. 2003.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Officials of the City at the Time of this Recodification.........
Current Officials (Reserved) ...........cooiiiiuniinuninnnnas
PTOTBEE | oo s v tosmiersise: s ianeon s rosossomiaie: o) Suwiee syl 7618 S0ESmais e o1E S8a8
AQOBHNT OF QI ATCE v i o a7eiss s 2 aas i 4T SR S0 S SRS
Checklist of Up-To-Date Pages . ... iuiiueouiiiniides o v it

Supplement History Table...... .. ... ... .. ... .. ..........

{13725 2 ¢ =3 /L O el e S ez N e e s i Sl fa e

Art. I. Incorporation and Corporate Name, Boundar-

ies, and Form of Government.................
Art, IL. Powers of the Oy . covossiim o s nas so
Art. III. Nominations and Elections .................
Art, IV. City Couneil ............cooiiiiiiiiiannnn..
Art. V. Administrative Organization.................
Art. VI Tax Administration: ....cocvsis vesvammm s
Art. VII. Financial Administration ..................
Art. VIII. Franchises and Public Service Companies. .
Art. IX. Initiative, Referendum and Recall...........
Art. X. General Provisions.................ccouu...

Charter Gomparative Table ;i s amsmaanissnams v hms

PART I1
CODE OF ORDINANCES

Chapter

T HEOTNOTA] PIOVIBTONS | unerae dimsis) s s s o s e o seastass 19

2. Administration......... ...ttt
Art. I. InGeneral ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnninn.

ArE L Gty CoMtieil coes v s wnmsss o masmes

AXt TIE: CAtyr MEBRATEE 1 oo s wssm i siwisnss s iais

Axt: TV Public REEOLAE cvouvmunusnananaissmsmssoisonmg

Div. T: Generallylccrmsmwrmmns b sui s na s

Div. 2. Records Management....................

ATt V. Fees:and Bunda ... oo covaiivg, 5 o dals, v

Div. 1. Generally ............ccoiiiiiiiiiinann..

Div. 2. Funds ...,

b HeRarven o ciirstns e T S e S R R

Supp. No. 4 Xiii

Page

iii

vii

xi

[1]
SH:1

CHT:1

CHT:5
CHT:5
CHT:6
CHT:9
CHT:13
CHT:15
CHT:16
CHT:18
CHT:22
CHT:25

CHTCT:1



CENTER CODE

Chapter Page
6. Alcoholic Beverages ............cooiiiiuiiiiiiiiiaaannn. CDé6:1
Art. L. InGEnerall. ... qmmne v s s s ssw@in sao CD6:3

Art: 1L Licehgeand Permiit ... cu s s wevsiv st 5 CD6:4

e T o s e e e CD7:1
10. Amusements and Entertainment........................ CD10:1
ATt L InGeNERR] e s st s e R CD10:3

Art. II. Carnivals, Rodeos, Skating Rinks............ CD10:3

Div. 1. Generally ......... ... ... .. oi.... CD10:3

DI 2N POPIAE oo ciny v ssors torsiin briniare oy o1 o e LSRR CD10:3

Art: HI.. Vehitle Pracks . cvmmmeans smsmm st aseiss i CD10:4
TI=T3! BEREIVEH corrs oot s rais i s ot s S e s (e LI A eSS CD11:1
14, Animals .. ... CD14:1
At L. TAYGONEERL 0 cumers s moismmmine v sieormbis ivmm s R ea CD14:3

ArE: L. Dogs and CatE ..oumemn vansvssssie saranrenas s CD14:4

Avt: TH: Eavestofk:: oouoiicaims Vo i e 505 AR s i CD14:5

Art. IV. Slaughter of Domestic or Game Animals... .. CD14:9

T5—T7: TREBEFVE wssiisi o it i s e et raa s ahals s diidtar s CD15:1
T8, ANVTATTON : s wims sians i v e s s U Fo a0 e T A B ATl CD18:1
At oo InVEEHOTHY s oo 1 w000 L N AT A N RS CD18:3

Art. 1I. Joint Airport Zoning Board.................. CD18:3

Art. III. Center Municipal Airport................... CD18:3

ALE: IINE LT0E OFATIPORE .t s o) smsiemess i 2 CD18:5

DIV 1 GEAGTANY «un s vt s s bt CD18:5

Div: ‘2. MotorVehieles: i v iaus skt CD18:8

Div. 3. FireHazards..............ccoviiiiion.. CD18:9

Div. 4. Aircraft Operation....................... CD18:11

Div. 5. Aircraft Fueling and Defueling........... CD18:12

Div. 6. Special Operations Policy ................ CD18:12

TG —2F, ROBEIVO. . e comsomms s s ems s s oLmslsmets s s s CD19:1
22. Buildings and Building Regulations ..................... CD22:1
At W U GOTOTA] e s s s St A S Bh i CD22:5

Art. IE Butlding Code ..o v van wsonnmaa s sssismasni, CD22:6

Art: HE ‘Blectrical (@odel.cax swmcmeams snm sanusas i o CD22:7

Div: e Generally covvesm aammrs maainaivs, dik ¢ CD22:7

Div. 2. Administration.......................... CD22:7

Div. 3. Electricians ..............ocoiiiiiinnnin. CD22:9

Div. 4. Permits; Inspections ...................... CD22:9

Art. IV. Plumbing and Gas Code ...............c..... CD22:11

Div: A Generally s anepm s ssnsaigs s CD22:11

Div. 2. Plumbing Code.............cccovvnnun.... CD22:11

Div. 3. GasCode ..........coiiiiiiiiiiennnnnnn. CD22:12.3

Art. V. House Moving. . ..........ccovviiiniannnnnn. CD22:12.5

D L GERBEAllY ., suswnrmunnn s v dd CD22:12.5

Div: 250Poriit o wnernisna s wmassanies s e s CD22:12.6

Supp. No. 4 X1V

o



TABLE OF CONTENTS—Cont'd.

Chapter Page
Art. VI. Dangerous and Unsafe Buildings and Other

Structures . . ... CD22:13

Div. 1. Generally ............. .. ... ... ........ CD22:13

Div. 2. Lake Pinkston .......................... CD22:18

20—25. "ReEBEPVE iiavua iy s s By 0 5o e oreee o e e CD23:1

26. Civil Emergencies. ............ccouiiiuiiiniinennneannnn. CD26:1

7 Il L L b & oL 0 oy e CD26:3

Art. 1I. Emergency Management .................... CD26:3

27—29. Reserved ... CD27:1

(3 2 D1 oD s 751123 € R CD30:1

Art. I. In General .......... ... .. .. .. . . . ... CD30:3

Art. TI Nuisances............ooo i, CD30:3

Div. 1. Generally ................ccviiiiiin... CD30:3

Div. 2. Private Property ........................ CD30:3

Div. 3. Public Property ................c...o.... CD30:6

Art. III. Grass, Weeds and Wild Growth ............. CD30:8

Art. IV. Junked and Abandoned Vehicles ............ CD30:10

DIV e GORBPANY oo oo viiv v nm i st 513 0 s CD30:10

Div: ‘2. Junked Vehicles ... ovvisvivaio vaessis CD30:10.1

Div. 3. Abandoned Vehicles ..................... CD30:13

Art. V. Smoking in Public Buildings................. CD30:15

ArE. VI (GasfOIl WEIES: «. oo s e side ee me oeenes o CD30:15

Art. VII. Stormwater Drainage. . .................... CD30:22

SU—EH.  TROROTEVEI o s st e S 0 S e e D P T CD31:1

34. Fire Prevention and Protection...............0.co'o'usenn.. CD34:1

Art. I. In General ....... ..., CD34:3

Art. II. Fire Marshal ............ ... .. CD34:4.1

Art. IIT. Fireworks .. ..., CD34:6

ATt IV, ArSonREWATd s er s am s i 2 CD34:8

Art. V.. ODSN BUFBANG, v viani st v s i e 445 5% 3 CD34:8

35—37. Reserved ....... ... CD35:1

L R i [ T B B e CD38:1

Art. I. In General ....ovvuinnnen oo CD38:3

Art. II. Flood Hazard Reduction..................... CD38:3

Div. 1. Generally ................cooiiiiinnn... CD38:3

Div. 2. Administration.......................... CD38:10

Div. 3. Standards. .............. ... .. .. . CD38:14

B4l BeBBIVBA «ancs csis v as i s e s e e ies s rere e e CD39:1

42. Human Relations .................... i . CD42:1

Pt 1 C ST T8 | o e e e g s e e CD42:3

Art. IT, FEair H GBI . o oosromsiss it S e usning, L s, CD42:3

43—45. Reserved . ........... i CD43:1

46. Law Enforcement . ...ooi iouoa s v i s ov oo CD46:1

7o T S 6o 2135 1 e e CD46:3

Supp. No. 4 XV



Chapter
Art. 1L

CENTER CODE

Police Reserve Force ...........coviiiannn..

4749 Regervedic in o g e e e s s i e S i A Al

50. Manufactured HOUSING i ian o s wisesierias mus s
BI—58: BOSEIVE coniwvn srmesisoansmss: st e s e s asiiods o mis S tis

B4, OffenSES .o oo vere ottt e na s ta e
Art. 1. In General ......cmn cumesausns snssootans soon

Art. 11

COrTow TOT IMITIOEE o1 v amasins sibiste sismss wnisis

BE—8T: RESBEVBAL iivrsiin swomassms ersmes: st s e s s misnn s imms

58. Parks and Recreation. ..........eevreemenenneivnanenains
Art. I. In General . ..ot i e

Art. II

Use'of Parks /Generally: ..vommsues v vnmmns

Art: T Beserved .. i v cm s nsa b it s s

Art. IV.
Art. V.

Art. VI

Div.
Div.
Div.
Div.
Div.
Diwv.
Div.
Div.
Div.

Regerved) .. . .oe coiiains i ousiapis s &
Reserved .....cooeevrncnnersooacnnnasasrenrss
Lake Pinkston Mann-Pinkston Reservoir . ...
1 GENETAHY i cnvmvnssisan wewaiais e ses s
Hunting and Fishing Regulations ........
Boats and Docks .o svnasaiainadasns
Authority, Risk, Waiver..................
L Ph L7253 70) o R e e e Sy ae
General Rules for Use of Lots ............
Lot Use and Occupancy Restrictions......
b= U L o B e e S L e U L
. Mortgages and Forfeitures ...............

NPT A BN

AT VIR CEaRE CEIEET s e sivrsm s o ssms
FO—B1. Reserved . ....oviriieiei et

62. Peddlers, S
Art. 1.
Art. II.
Art. II1

63—65. Reserv

olicitors, Itinerant Vendors...................
In General .....oovveirne i iiaeaeneenans
T L ———
. Commercial Vendors . . . s e ios s s vammms

=Y o

66, Secondbhand GooUs ... ..« o o i s S0 S50 Sl Al A0S

Art. 1.
Art, II.
Div.
Div.
Art. 111
Div.
Div.

Supp. No. 4

T GENCLAL ... v e iomr rmimmenn: e 7 ok P s S G 38
QarareliBalen vosmm me s iane e A G
1 o T 11 Ly R
PP biis v sesiime) i et S{mmrsta i miplie v o e i
o JONCYHTAS orscravenonn sastesmassise st s wivisisiv e
1. Generallfi vamsn wmatasasansarannmms s sass
2 T CENBE o s e R S S AR S At

xvi

Page
CD46:3
CD47:1
CD50:1
CD51:1

CD5b4:1
CD54:3
CD54:5

CD55:1

CD58:1

CD58:5

CD58:9
CD58:13
CD58:13
CD58:13
CD58:13
CD58:13
CD58:17
CD58:18
CD58:22
CD58:23
CD58:24
CD58:26
CD58:29
CD58:30
CD58:31

CD59:1

CD62:1
CD62:3
CD62:4
CD62:6

CD63:1

CD66:1
CD66:3
CD66:3
CD66:3
CD66:4
CD66:5
CDG66:5
CD66:6

CD67:1
CD70:1
CD71:1

J



TABLE OF CONTENTS—Cont'd.

Chapter

T5—T7. Reserved .........c.iii e

78. Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places..............
Art. I. InGeneral ...... ... ... .. ... ...

Art. JIL CCORSEIUEEION .0 oo vin sismm smsiemms s sms it

Div: . Generally ..., sovvvnanin sensmmmm o e

Div 2. Pt vomi cavmssamsmasmsnnssssnne s mes

Art. III. Obstructions in Lateral Ditches, Drains and
GUILErE: v is imin B i il s

Art. IV. Standards for Network Small Wireless Facil-

ity Siting, Nodes and Node Support Poles in

the Public Right-of-Way.....................

TI9—81. Reserved ...........c..iiiiniir e ennnn

821 ' BaXatiOn v oo S Vs AT AR e A AT
Art: E IniGeneral omuivi niis, v Suiie vk vei e s
Art. II. Real Property Taxes ........................
Art. III. Personal Property Tax......................
Art. IV. Salesand UseTax...................c......
Art. V. Hotel Oceipaticy TAX: . ... cos vovmmsnm s sasmmess

83—85. Reserved ............. i

86 Traffic and VehiClen oyt oo s ms aaren iy o5 e e §
Art. I. InGeneral ......... ...,

Art. II. Administration and Enforcement ............

DHY: L, GeBBIAlIN" o . vovsrovsie viom aresarmois bmsie svoms s s s

Div. 2. Traffic Control Signs, Signals, Devices and

MATKIBES o smemmm vmi s ms ST S

Div: /3. Speed Limatso i i il vea s aiatan s

INV: 4. Stop:iStreets: iuiiii e s iie it bii o st s esn
Div. 5. Turning Movements .....................
Art. 1II. Stopping, Standing and Parking ............
Div. 1. Generally .........cooiimiiiiiiiiiinnnnn.
Div. 2. Handicapped Persons....................
Art. IV TTHROKS . ¢ oo mnvie viin simem fin siatsridaimi i Sra 2

90, Utilities .. .vvett it

Divi A GERBLALIY o ciuvvs cimmrenesmis  vestesssisame fasies
Abt: TIL: SOMBIE o wrormia a5 mssa et by i 04 s R e st
Div: A Geherally. «on o s wmams
Div: ‘2. Public SeWers . i ieiie s bisinm i as
Div. 3. Private Sewage Disposal.................

Supp. No. 4 xvil

Page

CD74:1
CD74:3
CD74:8

CD75:1

CD78:1
CD78:3
CD78:6
CD78:6
CD78:10

CD78:11

CD78:11
CD79:1

CD82:1
CD82:3
CD82:3
CD82:5
CD82:5
CD82:6

CD83:1

CD86:1
CD86:5
CD86:6
CD86:6

CD86:6.1
CD86:9
CD86:13
CD86:14
CD86:15
CD86:15
CD86:19
CD86:20
CD86:22

CD87:1

CD90:1
CD90:5
CD90:9
CD90:9
CD90:13
CD90:13
CD90:17
CD90:29



CENTER CODE
Chapter
Div. 4. Partial Sewer Service. ...................
Div. 5. Building Sewers and Connections ........
Art. IV, Billing Proceduite. . ...ovovmesmmn smssmeam g
GI—08. ResBrVRH ... .. i i sieis o oese serit sial Field 2o s e
94, “Vehieles for Hirte . - numcnanmeoviimit o ss Asma i
ATt [ INGEDeral suvuns tavasn i G I R S A s
APET T ST ABTCEIIS - .o vx 2 osmiss 5258 1o e ncpr soes nsmlohon 5ieie S1aast e oy oo W
Div. 1. Generally ......... ... .. oiiiiiiin...
Div. 2. Permits......covviiiinririneicinnnannn
e A T g
98, ZOMINE. ettt et e e
Code Comparative Table—1978 Code...........ovvuieivunnin.
Code Comparative Table—Ordinances........................
State Law Reference Table . ..o,
CRATTEY INAER o s s araine e srsminness v, date i f i
O IR G0 o e 2 S s T At T s e R D e a2
Supp. No. 4 xXviii

Page

CD90:30
CD90:31
CD90:33

CD91:1

CDY4:1
CD94:3
CD94:3
CD94:3
CD94:4
CD94:7

CD98:1
CCT:1
CCT:3
SLT:1
CHTi:1
CDi:1

J



©

-

Checklist of Up-to-Date Pages

(This checklist will be updated with the
printing of each Supplement)

From our experience in publishing Looseleaf Supplements on a page-for-page
substitution basis, it has become evident that through usage and supplementation many
pages can be inserted and removed in error.

The following listing is included in this Code as a ready guide for the user to determine
whether the Code volume properly reflects the latest printing of each page.

In the first column all page numbers are listed in sequence. The second column reflects
the latest printing of the pages as they should appear in an up-to-date volume. The letters
"OC" indicate the pages have not been reprinted in the Supplement Service and appear as
published for the original Code. When a page has been reprinted or printed in the
Supplement Service, this column reflects the identification number or Supplement Number
printed on the bottom of the page.

In addition to assisting existing holders of the Code, this list may be used in compiling
an up-to-date copy from the original Code and subsequent Supplements.

Page No. Supp. No. Page No. Supp. No.
Title page 3 CHT:21, CHT:22 oC
il 0/ CHT:23, CHT:24 oC
vii, viii ocC CHT:25, CHT:26 oC
ix ocC CHT:27, CHT:28 ocC
X1, Xii 1 CHTCT:1 ocC
X1ii, Xiv 4 CDI:1 oC
XV, XVI 4 CDI1:3,CDI1:4 oC
XVii, Xviii 4 CDI1:5,CDI:6 ocC
SH:1, SH:2 3 CDI1:7,CDI:8 ocC
SH:3, SH:4 4 CDI1:9,CDI:10 ocC
SH:5 4 CD2:1, CD2:2 4
CHT:1, CHT:2 ocC CD2:3, CD2:4 1
CHT:3, CHT:4 ocC CD2:5, CD2:6 ocC
CHT:S, CHT:6 oC CD2:7,CD2:8 oC
CHT:7, CHT:8 ocC CD2:9, CD2:10 ocC
CHT:9, CHT:10 ocC CD2:11,CD2:12 oC
CHT:11, CHT:12 ocC CD2:13,CD2:14 3
CHT:13, CHT: 14 ocC CD2:15 4
CHT:15, CHT:16 ocC CD3:1 ocC
CHT:17, CHT:18 ocC CDé6:1 oC
CHT:19, CHT:20 ocC CD6:3, CD6:4 2
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SUPPLEMENT HISTORY TABLE

The table below allows users of this Code to quickly and accurately
determine what ordinances have been considered for codification in each
supplement. Ordinances that are of a general and permanent nature are
codified in the Code and are considered "Included." Ordinances that are not
of a general and permanent nature are not codified in the Code and are
considered "Omitted."

In addition, by adding to this table with each supplement, users of this
Code of Ordinances will be able to gain a more complete picture of the Code's
historical evolution.

2008-3 5-12-2008 Omit
2008-4 7-14-2008 Omit
2008-5 9- 8-2008 Include
2008-6 8-25-2008 Include
2008-7 9-22-2008 Omit
2008-8 9-22-2008 Omit
2008-9 9-22-2008 Omit
2008-10 9-22-2008 Omit
2008-12 11-24-2008 Omit
2009-1 1-26-2009 Omit
2009-2 2- 9-2009 Omit
2009-3 2-23-2009 Omit
2009-4 2-23-2009 Include
2009-5 4-13-2009 Omit
2009-6 4-27-2009 Omit
2009-7 9-14-2009 Omit
2009-8 9-14-2009 Omit
2009-9 9-14-2009 Omit
2009-10 9-28-2009 Omit
2009-11 9-28-2009 Omit
2009-12 9-28-2009 Omit
2009-13 9-28-2009 Omit
2009-14 9-28-2009 Omit
2009-15 10-12-2009 Include
2009-16 10-12-2009 Include
2009-17 10-26-2009 Omit
2009-18 11- 9-2009 Include
2009-19 11- 9-2009 Include
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l. No. Adopted
2009-20 11-23-2009 Include
2009-21 11-23-2009 Include
2010-1 1-11-2010 Include
2010-2 1-11-2010 Include
2010-3 1-11-2010 Omit
2010-4 1-25-2010 Include
2010-5 3-22-2010 Omit
2010-6 4-12-2010 Omit
2010-7 5-24-2010 Include
2010-8 6-28-2010 Omit
2010-9 7-12-2010 Omit
2010-10 7-12-2010 Include
2010-11 7-23-2010 Omit
2010-14 9-13-2010 Omit
2010-15 9-27-2010 Omit
2010-17 12-27-2010 Omit
2010-18 12-27-2010 Omit
2011-1 1-10-2011 Omit
2011-2 1-24-2011 Omit
2011-3 2-14-2011 Omit
2011-4 3-14-2011 Omit
2011-5 4-11-2011 Omit
2011-6 4-25-2011 Omit
2011-7 4-25-2011 Omit
2011-8 4-25-2011 Include
2011-9 5-23-2011 Omit
2011-10 5-23-2011 Omit
2011-11 8-22-2011 Omit
2011-12 8-22-2011 Include
2011-13 9-26-2011 Omit
2011-14 9-26-2011 Omit
2011-15 9-26-2011 Omit
2011-16 9-26-2011 Omit
2011-17 9-26-2011 Omit
2011-18 10-24-2011 Omit
2011-19 10-24-2011 Omit
2011-20 12-12-2011 Omit
2012-1 1- 9-2012 Omit
2012-2 2-13-2012 Omit
2012-4 3-26-2012 Omit
2012-5 4- 9-2012 Omit
2012-6 1- 9-2012 Omit
2012-7 6-11-2012 Omit
2012-8 6-11-2012 Omit
2012-10 8-27-2012 Omit
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Date
Ord. No. Adopted Include/Omit
2012-11 8-27-2012 Include
2012-12 9-10-2012 Omit
2012-13 9-10-2012 Omit
2012-14 9-10-2012 Omit
2012-15 9-24-2012 Omit
2012-16 9-24-2012 Omit
2012-17 10-22-2012 Omit
2013-1 1-14-2013 Include
2013-2 1-14-2013 Omit
2013-3 9-11-2012 Omit
2013-4 4-22-2013 Omit
2013-5 7- 8-2013 Omit
2013-6 6-10-2013 Omit
2013-7 6- 8-2013 Include
2013-8 7-22-2013 Omit
2013-10 9-23-2013 Omit
2013-11 9-23-2013 Omit
2013-12 9-23-2013 Omit
2013-13 9-23-2013 Omit
2013-14 10-14-2013 Omit
2013-15 12- 9-2013 Omit
2013-16 12- 9-2013 Omit
2013-17 12- 9-2013 Omit
2013-18 12- 9-2013 Omit
2014-1 1-13-2014 Omit
2014-2 1-27-2014 Omit
2014-3 1-27-2014 Omit
2014-4 3-24-2014 Omit
2014-5 6-23-2014 Include
2014-06 8-25-2014 Omit
2014-7 9-22-2014 Omit
2014-8 9-22-2014 Omit
2014-9 9-22-2014 Omit
2014-10 9-22-2014 Omit
2014-11 9-22-2014 Include
2014-12 10-13-2014 Omit
2014-13 10-13-2014 Omit
2014-14 10-13-2014 Include
2014-15 11-10-2014 Include
2014-16 12- 8-2014 Omit
2015-1 1-12-2015 Omit
2015-02 7-27-2015 Omit
2015-03 7-27-2015 Omit
2015-04 8-11-2015 Include
2015-5 9-14-2015 Omit
2015-6 9-14-2015 Omit
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Ord. D Adopted ude/s
2015-7 9-14-2015 Omit
2015-8 9- 9-2015 Omit
2015-09 9-28-2015 Omit
2015-11 9-28-2015 Include
2015-12 9-28-2015 Include
2015-13 11- 9-2015 Omit
2015-14 12-14-2015 Omit
2016-1 1-11-2016 Include
2016-2 1-11-2016 Omit
2016-3 1-25-2016 Omit
2016-5 6-13-2016 Include
2016-6 8-22-2016 Omit
2016-7 9-12-2016 Omit
2016-8 9-26-2016 Omit
2016-9 9-26-2016 Omit
2016-10 9-26-2016 Omit
2017-1 1- 9-2017 Omit
2017-2 1-23-2017 Include
2017-03 2- 3-2017 Omit
2017-04 5-22-2017 Include
2017-5 8-14-2017 Include
2017-6 8-28-2017 Omit
2017-07 8-28-2017 Include
2017-08 8-28-2017 Include
2017-09 9-25-2017 Omit
2017-10 9-25-2017 Omit
2017-11 9-25-2017 Omit
2017-12 9-25-2017 Omit
2017-13 9-25-2017 Include
2017-14 12-11-2017 Include
2018-1 1- 8-2018 Omit
2018-02 5-14-2018 Include
2018-3 7-23-2018 Include
2018-04 8-27-2018 Omit
2018-05 9-24-2018 Omit
2018-06 9-24-2018 Omit
2018-07 9-24-2018 Omit
2018-08 9-24-2018 Omit ]
2019-01 1-14-2019 Omit
2019-02 1-14-2019 Omit
2019-03 1-28-2019 Omit
2019-04 1-28-2019 Include
2019-05 3-25-2019 Omit
2019-06 6-10-2019 Omit
2019-07 6-10-2019 Omit
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Date
Ord. No. Adopted Include/Omit
2019-08 6-24-2019 Omit
2019-09 6-24-2019 Omit
2019-10 7-22-2019 Include
2019-11 8-26-2019 Omit
2019-12 9- 9-2019 Omit
2019-13 9-23-2019 Omit
2019-14 9-23-2019 Omit
2019-15 9-23-2019 Omit
2019-16 9-23-2019 Omit
2019-17 11-25-2019 Omit
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CHARTER*

Article I. Incorporation and Corporate Name, Boundaries, and Form of
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Government

Incorporation and Corporate Name.
Boundaries.
Form of Government.

Article II. Powers of the City

Article III. Nominations and Elections

City elections.

Filing for office.

Official Ballots.

Canvassing and Election Results: Mayor, and District Positions for District
Numbers 1, 2, 3, & 4.

Canvassing and Election Results: At-Large Position (2).

Laws Governing City Elections.

Oath of Office.

Article IV. City Council

General Powers and Duties.

Composition.

Term of office.

Qualifications,

Judge of Elections and Qualifications.
Expense Reimbursement.

Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem.

Vacancies, Forfeiture, Filling of Vacancies.
Prohibitions.

Meetings of the Council.

Rules of Procedure and Quorum Requirements,
Ordinances in General.

Emergency Ordinances.

Authentication and Recording, Codification.
Bonds for City Employees.

*Editor’s note—The charter is set out as passed and approved by the voters at an election
held on April 7, 1984, and approved and ratified by the City Council on April 9, 1984.
Amendments are indicated by parenthetical history notes following amended provisions. The
absence of a history note indicates that the provision remains unchanged from the original.
Obvious misspellings have corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, a uniform
system of headings, catchlines and citations to state statutes has been used. Additions for
clarity are indicated by brackets

State law reference—Home rule, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 5.004.
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Article V. Administrative Organization

Appointment, Term, and Compensation of City Manager.
Powers and Duties of the City Manager.

Administrative Departments.

Directors of Departments.

City Attorney.

City Secretary.

Municipal Court.

Volunteer Organizations.

Article VI. Tax Administration

Levy of Taxes.

Collection of Delinquent Taxes.
Payment of Taxes.

Tax Collector.

Article VII. Financial Administration

Fiscal Year.

Budget.

Disposition of Funds.
Purchasing.

Emergency Appropriations.
Independent Audit.
Budget Amendments.
Borrowing.

General Obligation Bonds.
Revenue Bonds.

Bonds: Incontestable.
Depository.

Article VIII. Franchises and Public Service Companies

Powers of the City.

Franchise: Power of the Council.

Franchise Value Not to be Allowed.

Right of Regulations.

Consent of Certain Property Owners Not Required.
Extensions.

Accounts of Municipally Owned Public Service Company.
Regulation of Franchise Rates.

Franchise Records.

Other Conditions.

Article IX. Initiative, Referendum and Recall

Power of Initiative.
Power of Referendum.
Power of Recall.
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES § 6-4

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Sec. 6-1. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Alcoholic beverages are as defined by V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code § 1.04.

Container means the can, bottle or carton in which an alcoholic beverage is placed for sale.
(Ord. No. 78-13, § 3, 6-26-1978)
Cross reference—Definitions generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 6-2. Possession, consumption in public places.

(a) The carrying on or possession of alcoholic beverages on properties owned by the city is
hereby expressly prohibited.

(b) Such properties include, but are not limited to, the Community Park, the Mini Park,
Perry Sampson Park, and the American Legion Park.
(Ord. No. 78-13, § 1, 6-26-1978; Ord. No. 78-14, §§ 1, 2, 6-12-1978; Ord. No. 87-10, 5-11-1987)

Cross reference—Streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 78.
State law reference—Order for prohibition of consumption, V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage
Code § 109.35.

Sec. 6-3. Exhibiting alcoholic beverages, discarding containers in public places.

It shall be unlawful for any person to exhibit alcoholic beverages or alcoholic beverage
containers; discard alcoholic beverage containers on any public street, public park, public
parking area or private parking area open to the public within the city; and any and all such
acts are hereby declared to be unlawful and are hereby declared to be public nuisances.
(Ord. No. 78-13, § 2, 6-26-1978)

Cross reference—Streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 78.

Sec. 6-4. Sales near church, school, hospital.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any dealer in alcoholic beverages to sell alecoholic beverages
within 300 feet of any church, public or private school, or public hospital.

(b) The measurement of the distance between the place of business where alcoholic
beverages are sold and the church or public hospital shall be along the property lines of the
street fronts and from front door to front door, and in direct line across intersections. The
measurement of the distance between the place of business where alcoholic beverages are sold
and the public or private school shall be in a direct line from the property line of the public or
private school to the property line of the place of business, and in a direct line across
intersections. For any license covering a premises where minors are prohibited from entering
the premises under V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code § 109.53, the measurement of the
distance between the premises and a public school shall be along the property lines of the
street fronts and from front door to front door, and in a direct line across intersections.

Supp. No. 2 CD6:3
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(c) Every applicant for an original alcoholic beverage license for a location with a door by
which the public may enter the place of business of the applicant that is within 1,000 feet of
the nearest property line of a public or private school, measured along street lines and directly
across intersections, must give written notice of the application to officials of the public or
private school before filing the application with the state alcoholic beverage commission. A
copy of the notice must be submitted to the commission with the application. This subsection
does not apply to a license covering a premises where minors are prohibited from entering the
premises under V.T.C.A., Aleoholic Beverage Code § 109.53.

(d) As to any dealer who held a license on September 1, 1983, in a location where a
regulation under this section was in effect on that date, for purposes of subsection (a) of this
section but not subsection (c) of this section, the measurement of the distance between the
place of business of the dealer and a public or private school shall be along the property lines
of the street fronts and from front door to front door, and in direct line across intersections.
This subsection applies only as long as the place of business is continuously in operation from
that date, whether or not under the same license.

(e) The city council may also allow variances to subsection (a) of this section if the city
council determines that enforcement of subsection (a) of this section in a particular instance is
not in the best interest of the public, constitutes waste or inefficient use of land or other
resources, creates an undue hardship on an applicant for a license or permit, does not serve its
intended purpose, is not effective or necessary, or for any other reason the city council after
consideration of the health, safety, and welfare of the public and the equities of the situation,
determines it is in the best interest of the community.

(Code 1978, §§ 3-11, 3-12)
State law reference—Authority to adopt, V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code § 109.33.

Secs. 6-5—6-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. LICENSE AND PERMIT*

Sec. 6-31. Required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to sell any alcoholic beverage within the corporate limits
of the city without first having applied for and secured a permit from the city.
(Code 1978, § 3-1)

Sec. 6-32. Application.

Any person desiring to sell any alcoholic beverages within the corporate limits of the city
shall apply for a permit with the city secretary upon receiving a license or permit from the
state and paying the required fee for a city permit, the city secretary shall issue a city permit.
Such permit must be renewed every two years.

(Code 1978, § 3-2; Ord. No. 2009-15, § 1, 10-12-2009)

*State law reference—Authority to levy, VT.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code §§ 11.38,
61.36.
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES § 6-38

Sec. 6-33. Fees.

(a) Before any license required by this article shall be issued, the fee prescribed in
subsection (b) of this section shall be paid to the city secretary at his office in the city hall.

(b) Fees required for a city permit required by this article shall be one-half the fee for the
state permit or license.

(¢) The permit required by this article shall permit only the sale of the alcoholic beverages
named therein and contained within the original unbroken package or container which are not
to be consumed on the premises where sold.

(Code 1978, § 3-5; Ord. No. 2009-15, § 2, 10-12-2009)

Sec. 6-34. Granting.

The permit required by this article shall be obtained from the city secretary and shall be
granted after the payment of the fee prescribed in the section 6-33 and proof that all pertinent
provisions of the V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code have been complied with.

(Code 1978, § 3-3)

Sec. 6-35. Term.

The term of the permit required by this article shall be for two years, and no permit shall
be granted for a longer period of time.
(Code 1978, § 3-4; Ord. No. 2009-15, § 3, 10-12-2009)

Sec. 6-36. Posting.

A permit issued pursuant to this article shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the
premises of the permittee where his business is conducted.
(Code 1978, § 3-6)

Sec. 6-37. Separate permit for each location.

No permittee shall carry on such business at more than one place under the same permit,
but a separate permit must be obtained pursuant to this article for each place of business
conducted for the purpose of selling alcoholic beverages.

(Code 1978, § 3-7)

Sec. 6-38. Record.

The city secretary shall keep a permanent record of all permits issued pursuant to the terms
of this article.
(Code 1978, § 3-8)
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CHARTER §4

Section 3. Official Ballots.

A. Names on Ballot. The full names of all candidates nominated for office, except those who
have withdrawn, died or become ineligible, shall be printed on the official ballots without party
designation or symbol. If two or more candidates have the same surname or surnames so
similar as to be likely to cause confusion, their residence addresses shall be printed with their
names on the ballot.

B. Order of Listing. The order on the ballot of the names of the candidates shall be
determined by lot in a drawing to be held under the supervision of the City Secretary.

C. Absentee Ballots. Procedures for voting by absentee ballot shall be consistent with
current edition of Texas Election Laws.

D. Ballots for Ordinances, Bond Issues, and Charter Amendments. An ordinance, bond
issue or Charter amendment, to be voted on by the City, shall be presented for voting by ballot
title. The ballot title of a measure may differ from its legal title and shall be a clear, concise
statement, approved by majority of the whole Council, describing the substance of the measure
without argument or prejudice. Below the ballot title shall appear the following question:
"Shall the above described (ordinance) (bond issue) (amendment) be adopted?" Immediately
below or to the left of such question shall appear, in the following order, the words "Yes" and
"No," each with a square in which the voter may cast his vote by marking a cross (X).

E. Write-in Votes. Procedures for write-in votes shall be consistent with current edition of
Texas Election Laws.

State law references—Early voting, V.T.C.A., Election Code § 81.001 et seq.; form of
ballot, V.T.C.A., Election Code § 52.061 et seq.

Section 4. Canvassing and Election Results: Mayor, and District Positions for
District Numbers 1, 2, 3, & 4.

The following provisions set forth in this section shall apply with regard to elections to fill
the offices of Mayor, Councilman from District No. 1, Councilman from District No. 2,
Councilman from District No. 3 and Councilman from District No. 4:

A. Conducting and Canvassing Elections. The election judges and other necessary election
officials for conducting all the elections shall conduct the elections, determine, record and
report the results as provided by the Texas Election Laws. Within five (5) days or as soon as
practical after an election, the Council shall meet, open the returns, canvass and officially
declare the result of the election as to candidates and questions, and the Mayor shall issue
certificates of election to candidates elected as hereinbefore provided.

B. Majority. A majority vote for an elective office is that number of votes which is greater
than the number of votes cast for all the other candidates for the same office combined,
including votes cast for write-in candidates. Any candidate for these elective offices who
received a majority vote shall be declared elected. If none of the candidates for an elective
position receives a majority vote, none of such candidates shall be elected.

CHT:7



§4 CENTER CODE

C. Run-off election. In the event no candidate for these elective offices receives a majority
of the votes cast for that position in a regular or special election, a run-off election shall be held
between the two candidates receiving the greatest number of votes. Such run-off election shall
be held within thirty (30) days following the preceding regular or special election.

D. Notification and taking office. It shall be the duty of the City Secretary to notify all
persons elected. A candidate who is elected in the regular City election or special election shall
take office and enter upon his duties after qualifying by taking and subscribing to his oath of
office at the next regular Council meeting after closing of the polls.

Section 5. Canvassing and Election Results: At-Large Position (2).

The following provisions set forth in this section shall apply with regard to elections to fill
the offices of the two Councilmen-at-large.

A. Conducting and Canvassing Elections. The election judges and other necessary election
officials for conducting all the elections shall conduct the elections, determine, record and
report the results as provided by the Texas Election Laws. Within five (5) days or as soon as
practical after an election, the Council shall meet, open the returns, canvass and officially
declare the results of the election as to candidates and questions, and the Mayor shall issue
certificates of election to candidates elected as hereinbefore provided.

B. Plurality. A plurality vote for these elective offices is that number of votes cast for one
candidate which is greater than the number of votes cast for any other single candidate for the
same office. The two (2) candidates receiving the greatest number of votes shall be declared
elected to the two (2) At-Large positions. These positions shall be filled on the same election
year, and shall not be elected by Place or District.

C. Run-Off Election. In the event no candidate for these elective offices receives a plurality
of the votes cast for that position in a regular or special election, resulting in a tie, a run-off
election shall be held between the candidates receiving the greatest number of votes. Such
run-off election shall be held within thirty (30) days following the preceding regular or special
election.

D. Notification and taking office. It shall be the duty of the City Secretary to notify all
persons elected. A candidate who is elected in the regular City election or special election shall
take office and enter upon his duties after qualifying by taking and subscribing to his oath of
office at the next regular Council meeting after closing of the polls.

Section 6. Laws Governing City Elections.

As to matters not otherwise specifically provided for herein, all City elections shall be
governed by the laws of the State of Texas concerning municipal and general elections.
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Section 7. Oath of Office.

Every officer of the City, whether elected or appointed, before entering upon the duties of
office, shall take and subscribe to the appropriate oath or affirmation to be filed and kept in the
office of the City Secretary:

A. For Elected Officers. "1, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully execute the duties of the office of of the City of Center, State of Texas,
and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and Laws of the
United States of America and of this State and the Charter and ordinances of this City. I
furthermore solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have not directly nor indirectly paid, offered, or
promised to pay, contributed, nor promised to contribute any money or valuable thing, or
promised any public office or employment, as a reward for the giving or withholding of a vote
at the election at which I was elected. So help me God."

B. For Appointed Officers. "1, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully execute the duties of the office of of the City of Center, State of Texas,
and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and Laws of the
United States of America and of this State and the Charter and ordinances of this City. I
furthermore solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have not directly nor indirectly paid, offered, or
promised to pay, contributed, nor promised to contribute any money or valuable thing, or
promised any public office or employment, as a reward to secure my appointment or the
confirmation thereof. So help me God."

ARTICLE IV. CITY COUNCIL

Section 1. General Powers and Duties.

All powers of the City shall be vested in the Council, except as otherwise provided by law or
this Charter, and the Council shall provide for the exercise thereof and for the performance of
all duties and obligations imposed on the City by law.

State law reference—Powers of city council, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 51.001 et
seq.

Section 2. Composition.

The Council shall consist of a Mayor, who may reside in any portion of the City; two (2)
Councilmen At-Large, each of whom may reside in any portion of the City; a Councilman from
District No. 1; a Councilman from District No. 2; a Councilman from District No. 3; and a
Councilman from District No. 4, each of whom must be a resident of the District which he
represents at the time of his election. District boundaries shall be established by ordinance and
shall be reviewed every ten (10) years for possible revision according to the most recent census
data as it becomes available.

CHT:9



§3 CENTER CODE

Section 3. Term of office.

The Mayor and Council members shall be elected in the manner provided in Article III of
this Charter to serve for two year terms. The first general election after the adoption of this
Charter shall be conducted according to the provisions outlined in Article X, Section 5.

On each even-year election, the two (2) At-Large Councilmen and the Councilmen from
District No. 2 and District No. 4 shall be elected. On each odd-numbered year, the Mayor and
the Councilmen from District No. 1 and District No. 3 shall be elected.

Section 4. Qualifications.

In addition to any other qualifications prescribed by law, the Mayor and each Council
member shall meet the conditions of Article III of this Charter while in office, and shall reside
within the City while in office.

State law reference—Eligibility for Public Office, V.T.C.A., Election Code § 141.001 et seq.

Section 5. Judge of Elections and Qualifications.

The Council shall be the final judge of all elections and qualifications of its members and
any other elected officials of the City.

Section 6. Expense Reimbursement.

Members of the Council shall receive per diem for each month they serve on the Council as
established by ordinance. The Council shall, as well, be entitled to reimbursement for all other
expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties upon approval of the Mayor.

Section 7. Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem.

The Mayor shall be the official head of the City government. He shall be the Chairman, and
shall preside at all meetings of the Council. The Mayor may vote on every proposition before
the Council, but shall have no power of veto. He shall, when authorized by the Council, sign
all official documents such as ordinances, resolutions, conveyances, grant agreements, official
plats, contracts, and bonds. He shall appoint special committees as he deems advisable and as
instructed by the Council. He shall perform such other duties consistent with this Charter as
may be imposed upon him by the Council.

The Mayor pro tem shall be a Council member elected by the Council at the first regular
Council meeting following each regular City election. The Mayor pro tem shall act as Mayor
during the unavailability of the Mayor, with the approval of the Mayor or a majority of the
Council members.

Section 8. Vacancies, Forfeiture, Filling of Vacancies.

A. Vacancies. The office of a Councilman or office of the Mayor shall become vacant upon his
death, resignation, removal from office in any manner authorized by law, or forfeiture of his
office.
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B. Forfeiture of Office. A Councilman or the Mayor shall forfeit his office if he:

1. Lacks at any time during his term of office any qualification for the office prescribed
by this Charter or by law;

2. Violates any express prohibition of this Charter;
3. Is convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude; or

4. Fails to attend three (3) consecutive regular Council meetings without being excused
by the Council.

C. Filling of Vacancies. When any vacancy develops on the Council for any reason, a special
election shall be called by the Council within thirty (30) days following the occurrence of the
vacancy to fill the vacancy in the same manner as described herein for regular elections;
however, if such vacancy occurs within one hundred twenty (120) days of a regular election,
then no special election shall be called and the remaining Council members shall appoint a
qualified person to fill the vacancy until the regular election.

Notwithstanding the requirement in Section 11 that a quorum of the Council consists of four
(4) members, if at any time the membership of the Council is reduced to less than four (4), the
remaining members may by majority action appoint additional members to raise the
membership to four (4). These appointees shall serve until the positions can be filled at the
next regular or special City election.

Section 9. Prohibitions.

A. Holding Other Office. Except where authorized by law, no Mayor or Councilman shall
hold any other City office or City employment during his term as Mayor or Councilman, and
no former Mayor or Councilman shall hold any compensated appointive City office or City
employment until one, [sic] year after the expiration of his term as Mayor or Councilman.

B. Appointments and Removals. Neither the Council nor any of its members shall in any
manner dictate the appointment or removal of any City administrative officers or employees
whom the City manager or any of his subordinates are empowered to appoint, but the Council
may express its views and fully and freely discuss with the City Manager anything pertaining
to appointment and removal of such officers and employees.

C. Interference with Administration. The Council or its members shall deal with City
officers and employees who are subject to the direction and supervision of the City Manager
solely through the City Manager, and neither the Council nor its members shall give orders to
any such officer or employee, either publicly or privately.

Section 10. Meetings of the Council.

The Council shall hold at least two (2) regular meetings each month and as many additional
meetings as it deems necessary to transact the business of the City and its citizens. The
Council shall fix, by ordinance, the days and time of the regular meetings. All meetings of the
Council shall be held at the Center City Hall, and all meetings shall be open to the public;
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however, the Council may recess to an executive session for any purpose outlined in applicable
State laws. Special meetings of the Council shall be held on the call of the Mayor or of four (4)
or more Council members, and, whenever practical, upon no less than twelve (12) hours notice
to each member. Emergency meetings can be called with as few as two (2) hours notice.

Section 11. Rules of Procedure and Quorum Requirements.

The Council shall, by ordinance, determine its own rules and order of business and the rules
shall provide that citizens of the City shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard at any
meeting in regard to any matter under consideration. The Council shall provide for minutes to
be taken and recorded of all meetings, and such minutes shall be a public record. Voting, except
on procedural motions, shall be by roll call and each member's vote shall be recorded in the
minutes. Four (4) Council members shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of transaction of
business and no action of the Council, except as provided in Section 8 of this Article, shall be
valid or binding unless adopted by the affirmative vote of four (4) or more members of the
Counecil.

Section 12. Ordinances in General.

All ordinances shall be adopted by a majority vote of the Council, except as otherwise
provided in this Charter. Any ordinance (or its caption) which deals with budget and/or taxes,
franchises, public service companies or the setting of their rates, or which provides a penalty
for its violation, must be published one (1) time in the newspaper. The enacting clause for all
ordinances shall be: "Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Center, Texas."

Section 13, Emergency Ordinances.

To meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property, or the public peace, the Council
may adopt emergency ordinances. Such ordinances shall not levy taxes, grant or renew or
extend a franchise, or regulate the rate charged by any public service company for its services.
Neither shall they authorize the borrowing of money except as provided elsewhere in this
Charter. An emergency ordinance shall be introduced in the form and manner generally
prescribed for ordinances, except that it shall be plainly designated in the title as an
emergency ordinance and shall contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an
emergency exists and describing it in clear and specific terms. Such emergency clause shall
require the affirmative vote of five (5) members of the Council.

Section 14. Authentication and Recording, Codification.

A. Authentication and Recording. The City Secretary shall authenticate by his signature
and record in full in a properly indexed book kept for the purpose, all ordinances and
resolutions adopted by the Council. All ordinances shall be numbered numerically in the order
in which adopted. This record shall be open for public inspection.
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B. Codification. The Center City Code shall be reviewed and revised at least every five (5)
years. The Council shall repeal or revise any ordinances as may be obsolete or in conflict with
this Charter.

Section 15. Bonds for City Employees.

The Council shall require bonds of all municipal officers and employees who receive or pay
out any monies of the City. The amount of such bonds shall be determined by the Council and
the cost thereof shall be borne by the City.

ARTICLE V. ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION

Section 1. Appointment, Term, and Compensation of City Manager.

A. Appointment. The Council shall appoint a City Manager who shall be the administrative
and executive officer of the City. He shall be chosen by the Council solely on the basis of his
training, experience and ability. He need not, when appointed, be a resident of the City;
however, upon acceptance he shall establish his residence within the City.

B. Term. The City Manager shall not be appointed for a definite term but may be removed
at the discretion of the Council, by vote of the majority of the entire Council. The action of the
Council in suspending or removing the City Manager shall be final.

C. Compensation. The City Manager shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by
the Council.

Section 2. Powers and Duties of the City Manager.

The City Manager shall be responsible to the Council for the proper administration of all the
affairs of the City. The powers and duties herein conferred upon the City Manager shall
include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

A. Appointment and Removal of Employees. He shall appoint and remove any officer or
employee of the City except those officers and employees whose appointment or election is
otherwise provided for by law or this Charter.

B. Preparation of Budget. He shall prepare the budget annually, submit it to the Council
and be responsible for its administration after its adoption.

C. Information for Council. He shall keep the Council informed of the financial condition of
the City and make recommendations on current and future needs of the City as may seem
desirable.

D. Other Responsibilities. He shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this
Charter or required of him by the Council which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the
Charter.

CHT:13



§3 CENTER CODE

Section 3. Administrative Departments.

There shall be such administrative departments as are established by this Charter and as
may be established by ordinance, all of which shall be under the control and direction of the
City Manager. The Council may abolish or combine one or more departments created by it and
may assign or transfer duties of any department of the City from one department to another
by ordinance.

Section 4. Directors of Departments.

At the head of each department, there shall be a director who shall be appointed, and who
may be removed, by the City Manager. Such directors shall have supervision and control over
their respective departments. Two (2) or more departments may be headed by the same
individual, and the City Manager may head one (1) or more departments.

Section 5. City Attorney.

The Council shall appoint an attorney, or attorneys, licensed to practice law in the State of
Texas, to serve as legal advisor to the City and to all officers and departments of the City. He
shall represent the City or be responsible for the representation of the City in all cases. He
shall either draft, approve, or file his written legal objections to every ordinance adopted by the
Council and he shall pass upon all documents, contracts, and legal instruments in which the
City may have an interest.

Section 6. City Secretary.

The City Manager shall appoint the City Secretary and such Assistant City Secretaries as
may be necessary and advisable. The duties of the City Secretary, or an Assistant City
Secretary, shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

A. Notice of Meetings. He shall give notice of Council meetings.
B. Records. He shall keep the Minutes of the proceedings of such meetings.

C. Authenticate Documents. He shall authenticate by his signature and record all ordi-
nances and resolutions.

D. Other Duties. He shall perform such other duties as the City Manager shall assign and
those elsewhere provided for in this Charter.
Section 7. Municipal Court.

A. Powers and Duties. There shall be a Municipal Court of the City which shall have
Jurisdictions, powers and duties as are prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas.

B. Judge of the Court. The Judge of the Municipal Court shall be appointed and removed
by the Council and shall receive compensation as may be fixed by the Council.

C. Clerk of the Court. The City Secretary or an Assistant City Secretary may be ex officio
clerk of the Municipal Court.
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D. Appointment of Relief Judges. The Council may also appoint one or more relief judges to
act for the regular judge when the regular judge is unable to act for any reason.
State law reference—Municipal court, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 1194 et seq.

Section 8. Volunteer Organizations.

The City may allow volunteer organizations to serve to accomplish the purposes of the City.
These organizations shall work under the authority of the department most appropriate to
their function as assigned by the City Manager.

Authority to act in the name of the City and to use City equipment and appropriations shall
be outlined in a contract between the City and the volunteer organization.

The City shall reserve the right to limit the number and/or scope of volunteer organizations
as the City deems necessary.

ARTICLE VI. TAX ADMINISTRATION*

Section 1. Levy of Taxes.

The Council shall have the power to levy such taxes and to grant such exemptions not
prohibited by the laws of the State of Texas.

Section 2. Collection of Delinquent Taxes.

The Council shall have the power to provide for the collection of delinquent taxes in any
manner not inconsistent with the laws of the State of Texas.

Section 3. Payment of Taxes.

Neither the Council nor any other official of the City shall extend the time for payment of
taxes nor remit, discount or compromise any tax legally due the City, nor waive the penalty
and interest that may be due thereon to any persons, firms, or corporations owing taxes to the
City for such year or years; provided, however, that this provision shall not prevent the
compromise of any tax suit, or the correction of any errors in assessment or preparation of a
tax statement. Such compromise or correction of errors shall first have the approval of the
Council by majority vote of all Councilmen qualified and serving.

Section 4. Tax Collector. Opnie Y

W4

There shall be a tax collector responsible for the collection of taxes levied by the City. This
person or designated entity shall be bonded.

*State law reference—Power of city council to levy taxes, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 1031
et seq.
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ARTICLE VII. FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

Section 1. Fiscal Year.

The fiscal year shall begin on October 1 each year and end on the following September 30.
The fiscal year may be changed by the Council by ordinance, provided that no change shall be
effective until six (6) months after final passage of such ordinance, and that no more than one
(1) change in the fiscal year shall be made in any period of three (3) calendar years. All funds
collected by the City during any fiscal year, including both current and delinquent revenues,
shall belong to such fiscal year and, except for funds derived to pay interest and create a
sinking fund on the bonded indebtedness of the City, may be applied to the payment of
expenses incurred during such fiscal year, except as provided in this Charter. Any revenues
uncollected at the end of any fiscal year, and any unencumbered funds actually on hand, shall
become resources of the next fiscal year.

Section 2. Budget.

The Department Heads of the City shall prepare annual departmental budget requests for
the ensuing fiscal year as directed by the City Manager and submit said requests to him for his
review. It shall be the duty of the City Manager to submit a balanced annual budget not later
than forty-five (45) days prior to the end of the current fiscal year to the Council for review,
consideration and revision, if desired. The Council shall call a public hearing on the budget in
accordance with the State Laws.

The budget shall be finally adopted not later than three (3) calendar days prior to the end
of the fiscal year by the favorable votes of at least a majority of all members of the Council.
Should the Council take no final action on or prior to such day on a proposed budget which has
been timely and duly submitted by the City Manager, the budget, as submitted, shall be
deemed to have been adopted by the Council. In the event the City Manager fails to timely
submit a proposed budget as provided herein, the Council may cause the same to be prepared
by someone else and may consider and adopt the same.

Section 3. Disposition of Funds.

All checks, vouchers or warrants for the withdrawal of money from the City depositories
shall have affixed thereto the legal signatures of both the Mayor or Mayor pro tem and the City
Manager or the City Secretary.

Section 4. Purchasing.

All purchases made and contracts executed by the City shall be made in accordance with the
requirements of the Constitution and Statutes of the State of Texas and such other rules as the
City may deem necessary.

State law reference—Competition bidding for contracts for public works, Vernon's Ann.
Civ. St. art. 2368a, § 2.
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Section 5. Emergency Appropriations.

At any time in the fiscal year the Council, by the favorable votes of at least a majority of all
members of the entire Council, may make emergency appropriations for other than regular or
recurring budget requirements to meet a pressing need for public expenditures in order to
protect the public health, safety or welfare.

Section 6. Independent Audit.

At, or within thirty (30) days of, the close of each fiscal year, and at such other times as it
may be deemed necessary, the Council shall cause an independent audit to be made of all
accounts of the City by a certified public accountant, and each member of the Council may
receive a copy. The certified public accountant so selected shall have no personal interest,
directly or indirectly, in the financial affairs of the City or any of its officers. Upon completion
of the audit, the results thereof shall be reported in writing to the Council as soon as
reasonably possible, which report shall be a public record.

Section 7. Budget Amendments.

During the fiscal year the Council shall have the power to transfer funds allocated by the
budget from one activity, function or department, to another activity, function or department,
or to re-estimate revenues and expenditures.

Section 8. Borrowing.

The Council shall have the power, except as prohibited by law, to borrow money by whatever
method it may deem to be in the public interest.

Section 9. General Obligation Bonds.

The City shall have the power to borrow money on the credit of the City and to issue its
general obligations for permanent public improvements or for any other public purpose not
prohibited by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and to issue refunding bonds to
refund outstanding obligations of the City previously issued. All such obligations shall be
issued in conformity with the laws of the State of Texas.

State law reference—Bonds generally, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 796 et seq.

Section 10. Revenue Bonds.

The City shall have the power to borrow money for the purpose of constructing, purchasing,
improving, extending, or repairing of public municipal facilities, recreational public municipal
facilities, or any other self-liquidating municipal facilities not prohibited by the Constitution
and laws of the State of Texas, and to issue revenue obligations to evidence the revenue or
property pledged. With respect to obligations payable solely from the revenue or property

CHT:17




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































